Abstract

This research explores the origins of the variation in the prevalence and nature of political
institutions across globe. It advances the hypothesis and establishes empirically that
variation in the inherent diversity across human societies, as determined in the course

of the exodus of Homo sapiens from Africa tens of thousands of years ago, shaped the
nature of political institutions across regions and societies. The study establishes that,
while human diversity has amplified the beneficial effects of institutions, mitigating the
adverse effects of non-cohesiveness, its simultaneous contribution to heterogeneity in
cognitive and physical traits has fostered the scope for domination, leading to the formation

and persistence of autocratic institutions.



